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Law and Society - Sociology 4250 FA

Fall 2006: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

RB 3047

Dr. Rachel Ariss   RB 2043

tel: 343-8792   Email: rachel.ariss@lakeheadu.ca

Course Description:  This course will examine different theoretical approaches to the relationship between law and society. We will ask what theoretical perspectives on the relationship between law and society are found, advanced, ignored and/or delegitimated in poverty law, as well as minority rights, women’s rights and criminal law.

Course Materials:
Joe Hermer and Janet Mosher, eds. Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 2002.


Nick Larsen and Brian Burtch, eds. Law in Society: Canadian Readings, Second Canadian Edition. Scarborough: Nelson Thomson Learning, 2006.

Law and Society, Sociology 4250 Course Supplement Fall 2006.
Course Evaluation:  


Class Participation:



10%

Seminar Presentation:


20%

Essay Question:



20%
Due Oct. 3
Research Essay Outline & Bibliography
15%
Due Oct. 24
Research Essay



35%
Due Nov. 30  (Thurs)
Class Participation is essential to this course as there are no lectures. Most of our learning takes place through actively discussing and critiquing the readings and the issues raised by them. Come to class prepared to discuss what you find interesting in the readings. Ask questions. Connect weekly readings to previous readings. Think about the relationship between law and society promoted, assumed or relied on in each reading.

Always Bring Readings to Class!
Seminar Presentations are meant to start class discussion. Give the class three or four questions raised by the article to talk about. You can point to interesting passages in the article you would like to discuss, but do not summarize the article. Presentations should be about ten minutes long. 

A list of Helpful Resources and details about the Outline & Bibliography and Research Essay are attached to this outline. Details re: Essay Question will be given out in class.
Reading Schedule

1. September 7 - Introduction to Class
2. September 12 and 14 

Tues: Elizabeth Comack, “Theoretical Excursions”, Supplement 

Thurs: Byron Sheldrick, “The Politics of Rights, Supplement, Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Supplement
3. September 19 and 21
Tues: ch. 1: Squeezed to the Point of Exclusion, Disorderly People and Safe Streets Act S.O. 1999, Supplement and Video: SPIT - Squeegee Punks in Traffic

Thurs: ch. 2, The Shrinking of the Public and Private Spaces of the Poor, Disorderly People.

4. September 26 and 28
Tues and Thurs: Douglas Hay, “Property, Authority and the Criminal Law” Supplement
5. October 3 and 5 - Essay Question Due Tues. October 3
Tues: ch. 3: Metamorphosis Revisited: Restricting Discourses of Citizenship, Disorderly People

Thurs: ch. 4: Keeping the Streets Safe from Free Expression, Disorderly People and ch. 

5: The Constitutional Disorder of the Safe Streets Act: A Federalism Analysis, Disorderly People. 
6. October 10 and 12
Tues: ch. 6: Demonizing Youth, Marketing Fear: The New Politics of Crime, Disorderly People and ch. 7: Correctional Renewal without the Frills: The Politics of ‘Get Tough’ Punishment in Ontario, Disorderly People.

Thurs: ch. 5: Corporate Crime, Law in Society

7. October 17 and 19
Tues: Patricia Monture-Angus, “Theroetical Foundations and the Challenge of Aboriginal Rights”, Supplement
Thurs: ch. 8: Domesticating Doctrines: Aboriginal People after the Royal Commission, Law in Society.

8. October 24 and 26 Outlines & Bibliographies for Research Paper Due Tues. Oct. 24
Tues: Val Napoleon, “Extinction By Number: Colonialism Made Easy”, Supplement

Thurs: ch. 7, Alternative Paradigms: Law as Power, Law as Process 
9. October 31 and November 2 - Read only one of these two readings 
Tues:  ch. 10: Assessing Mutual Partner-Abuse Claims in Child Custody and Access Cases, Law in Society or, ch. 11: The Battered Woman Syndrome Revisited: Some Complicating Thoughts Five Years after R. v. Lavallee, Law in Society 
Thurs: Appointments to discuss essay outlines/bibliographies if necessary during class time

10.  November 7 and 9 - 

Tues: ch. 6: White Female Help and Chinese-Canadian Employers: Race, Class, Gender and Law in the Case of Yee Clun, 1924, Law in Society 

Thurs: ch. 12: The Charter, Equality Rights, and Women: Equivocation and Celebration, Law in Society
11. November 14 and 16
Tues: ch. 9: Constructing Gay and Lesbian Rights, Law in Society
Thurs: Lise Gotell, “Queering Law: Not by Vriend”, Supplement
12. November 21 and 23
Tues: ch. 1: Little Sisters’ v. Canada: What Did the Queer Sensitive Interveners Argue About Equality Rights and Free Expression?, Law in Society
Thurs: ch. 4: Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide in the Post-Rodriguez Era: Lessons from Foreign Jurisdictions, Law in Society
13. November 28  and November 30 - Research Essays Due Thurs. November 30
Tues: ch. 15: Excerpts from Unnatural Law: rethinking Canadian Environmental Law and Policy, Law in Society
Thurs: no class, hand essays into my office during class time 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Helpful Resources in Lakehead Library
Elizabeth Comack, ed. Locating Law: Race/Class/Gender Connections  

On Reserve
Susan Boyd, ed. Challenging the Public/Private Divide: Feminism, Law and Public Policy   HQ 1236.5 C2C42 1997
Canadian Journal of Law and Society - Not indexed - K 3 C22

Richard Abel, ed. Law and Society Reader 1995   K 376 L 3695

Alan Hunt, Governing Morals: A Social History of Moral Regulation 1999  

HM 665 H86 1999

Access to Justice Network:   www.acjnet.org/home.cfm - access to statutes from all Canadian jurisdictions, access to Supreme Court cases, access to some provincial law reporters

Supreme Court of Canada Reports ; Ground Floor CA1 J21 C17

Law Commission of Canada and Law Reform Commission of Canada
Ground Floor CA1 J80 AJ6

Reports of Royal Commissions: federal and provincial, various topics, ground floor

United Nations documents: ground floor
Search your topic area under both “titles” and “journal titles” using keyword law + topic area - you may get several journals that deal with your area, then you can go and look through that journal

Research Essay Assignment
Outline and Bibliography: Due Oct. 24th in class
Please provide one page with your thesis statement for your paper, and a sketch of your argument (paragraph or point form, whichever you prefer). Provide a list of resources you have found so far. Include at least two readings from class - if you believe that none of the class readings are helpful to you, explain briefly why.
Research Essay Assignment: Due Nov. 30th in class time in my office RB 2043
The essay should develop and argue an understanding/point of view about the relationships between law and society. You can use a specific area of law or specific cases or legislation to explain what vision of law and society is promoted by your example. You can compare it to other approaches, and/or critique the approach, and/or propose changes to the law that might reflect what you see as a better approach. The essay should be 10 - 14 pages long. Write in paragraphs: one idea per paragraph and each idea developed, connect the paragraphs together, avoid grammar and spelling mistakes, watch your sentence structures to make sure ideas are clearly expressed. You will be marked on: writing structure; research; how well you support your ideas; how clearly your ideas are developed; and whether or not you have addressed the relationship between law and society.
